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The year 2025 was another record year for Swiss tourism from Canada. The number of hotel 
overnight stays increased by 8.9% to 362,204, while arrivals rose by 9.9% to 172,029. 
Canada now ranks 17th among all 29 Switzerland Tourism source markets. With daily 
spending of CHF 260 (rank 10) and a share of 48.6% of four and five-star hotel nights (rank 
8), Canadian guests remain among the most economically valuable visitor groups to 
Switzerland. 
 
This result is particularly remarkable compared to the overall Swiss market. While total hotel 
overnight stays in Switzerland increased by 2.6%, the Canadian market recorded growth of 
+8.9%, more than three times higher. From a long-term perspective, Canadian overnight 
stays have grown by 54.6% since 2015, placing Canada 9th among the fastest-growing 
source markets. 
 
Due to the trade conflicts between Canada and the United States, many Canadians 
consciously avoided U.S. travel destinations, with travel to the U.S. declining by more than 
30%. Instead, travel demand shifted more strongly toward Europe, where Switzerland 
benefited disproportionately as a politically neutral and safe destination, further 
strengthening its position as a premium destination for discerning long-haul travelers. 
 
Air connectivity developed very positively in 2025. SWISS International Air Lines operated 
Toronto–Zurich five times weekly seasonally, as well as Montréal–Zurich as the only year-
round direct connection. Edelweiss Air complemented the offering with seasonal flights from 
Calgary and Vancouver and, newly from 2025, from Halifax to Zurich. This new route 
connects Canada’s Atlantic provinces directly to Switzerland for the first time and contributes 
to a broader geographical distribution of Canadian visitors. Overall, flight capacity between 
Europe and Canada reached record levels during summer 2025. 
 
The winter season developed especially well, recording the strongest seasonal growth in 
2025 at +13.5%. The comparatively high ski prices in North America are leading more 
Canadians to choose the Swiss Alps as a winter travel destination. Regionally, Graubünden 
(+22.3%), Valais (+20.2%), and the Lake Lucerne Region (+19.6%) recorded the highest 
growth. At municipality level, Interlaken (+25.7%), Lauterbrunnen (+24.4%), and Zermatt 
(+21.4%) stood out. Despite the winter boom, September remained the most popular travel 
month, demonstrating the continued strength of the autumn season. 
 
The leading travel destinations remained Zurich, Geneva, Zermatt, Lucerne, and Basel. 
Canadian travelers continue to favor the combination of metropolitan cities and mountain 
regions, highlighting Switzerland’s appeal as a diverse European destination. With 54.4% 
first-time visitors (rank 11), Switzerland remains a once-in-a-lifetime travel experience for 
many Canadians and therefore continues to offer strong growth potential. The average 
length of stay is 2.11 nights. 
 
Despite the strong Swiss franc against the Canadian dollar, demand remains stable, 
particularly in the segments of luxury travel, ski holidays, river cruises, and panoramic rail 
experiences. This underlines Switzerland’s strong premium positioning in the Canadian 
market. 
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